
             

PROFILES OF HONOR VOCABULARY 
 

Allied forces 
The name for the alliance of nations the U.S. joined to fight in WWI and 
WWII. 

Axis powers 
The alliance of nations that the U.S. and the Allied forces fought against in 
WWII. 

civilian Someone who is not a member of the armed forces.

convoy 
A group of ships (or other vehicles) travelling together. Naval convoys 
were frequently used in shipping supplies overseas.  Travelling in groups 
offered extra protection. 

doughboy Nickname for an American soldier in WWI.

infantry Soldiers who fight on foot.

panzer A German tank.

reconnaissance 
Getting information about enemy territory before taking military action. 
Reconnaissance missions helped shape new tactics and strategies. 

theater (also 
theatre) 

A region where warfare is taking place. WWI took place mostly in the 
European Theater. WWII was fought primarily in the European, African, 
and Pacific Theaters. 

trench 
A long, narrow ditch dug in the ground to give shelter and protection 
from the enemy. WWI soldiers fought in trenches and sometimes lived in 
them for months at a time. 

shrapnel 
Small pieces of metal from exploding bombs, bullets, or shells. 
Responsible for many casualties in both wars. 

USGI 
Stands for “United States Government Issue.” During WWII, “G.I.” 
became a way to describe anything relating to the Army. Soldiers 
themselves were sometimes referred to as “G.I.’s.” 

u-boat 
The English term for a German unterseeboot (“undersea boat”), or 
submarine. U-boats posed a major threat at sea in both world wars, and 
were even sighted off the coast of Virginia. 

victory gardens 
Gardens planted at homes and in parks on the home front during WWI 
and WWII to ease the demands on food supply and contribute to the war 
effort. 

WAVES 

An acronym for “Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service.” 
The WAVES was established in 1942 during WWII as part of the Navy 
Reserve. Women serving in the WAVES took on many roles that had 
previously only been held by men. 

 


